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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This action is responsive to the amendment filed 06/1 1/2009. 

Claims 1-24 and 40-47 are currently pending. Claims 1, 10, 13, 22, and 40-47 have 
been amended. Claims 1, 10, 13, 22, and 24 are independent Claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 1-24 and 40-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being anticipated by 
Applicant's Admitted Prior Art (hereinafter, "Admission") in view of Orr et al. (US 
5895476, issued 04/20/1999). 
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As to claim 13: 

Admission teaches a computer system for specifying altemate layouts of an element of a 
display description, comprising: 

• a display description file having a definition of the element and condition and 
layout pairs for the element specified using a display description language (web 
page definitions ...to specify the content of the display without specifying the 
procedure for rendering the content. For example, a display description language 
may allow a developer to specify that a table is to be displayed at a certain 
location and to specify the content of the cells within the table without having to 
specify the steps needed to render the table ... When specified using a declarative 
display description language, these conditional layouts are typically generated 
statically or dynamically), wherein layouts and conditions included in the display 
description file only specify how to display elements defined in the display 
description file (HTML-like display description that defines the layout of a table 
user interface element differently depending on whether it is docked on the left or 
bottom of a display device ... Table 101 represents the table layout when it is 
docked on the left, and table 102 represents the table layout when it is docked to 
the bottom ... the layout of the content of the table is specified by the ordering of 
the content in the display description and the placement of various tags ... <TR> 
and <TD> define the layout of the content within the rows of the table) [See T| T| 
0002, and 0004- 0006 and Fig. 1] ; and 
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• a display component with computer-executable instructions that generates a 
display based on the display description file by displaying the element in 
accordance with a layout of a pair [See \ 0005: When specified using a 
declarative display description language, these conditional layouts are typically 
generated statically or dynamically. A statically generated display description is 
generated once and contains multiple copies of the content and the attributes of a 
user interface element for each possible layout of that element. A dynamically 
generated declarative display description is generated after the characteristics of 
the display device are known, using a program or an XML transform] when the 
condition of the pair is satisfied [See \ \ 0022 and 0022: When the table is 
docked on the bottom, the style elements 1.4, 1.5, and 1.6 will have their 
conditions satisfied and the resulting table will be that of table 102 of FIG. IJ; 

• a processor and a storage device is inherent to the system of Admission 

Admission, however, does not specifically teach "the definition of the element occurring 
only once in the display description file." 



Orr teaches the definition of the element occurring only once in the display description 
file (see the Abstract; Col. 5, line 57 - Col. 6, line 67; and Col. 10, line 1- Col. 11, line 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Admission with Orr because it would have supported the automatic 
integration, composition and layout of content from multiple sources into intelligent 
dynamic document templates instantly publishable in media such as print, Intranet, 
Intemet, and in an OLE embedding. 

As to claim 14: 

Admission teaches the element has a class and the condition and layout pairs are 
specified in a style for that class [See T| 0004: "styles" to define various attributes at a 

common location that can be applied to the content of various user interface elements of 
the display description. For example, a style may be defined that specifies that hyperlinks 
of a certain class are to be rendered in red. Another style may be defined that specifies 
that hyperlinks of another class are to be rendered in green. When a rendering engine 
encounters a hyperlink, it retrieves the style for the hyperlink's class and renders the 
hyperlink with the appropriate color. Styles may even allow the use of conditional logic. 
For example, a style may specify that a class of hyperlinks is to normally have the color 
red, but when a mouse pointer is hovering over that hyperlink, its color is to change to 
green. An alternative to the use of styles would be to have a color attribute and color 
attribute selection logic specified for each hyperlink element]. 
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As to claim 15: 

Admission teaches the condition and layout pairs are attributes of an element for that 
class [See Display description 1 and \ 0020: conditional layout and positioning within a 
table when defining the tables of FIG. IJ. 

As to claim 16: 

Admission teaches the condition and layout pairs are attributes within the definition of 
the element [See Display description 1 and \ 0020: conditional layout and positioning 
within a table when defining the tables of FIG. \]. 

As to claim 17: 

Admission teaches the element has child elements and the layouts specify the layout of 
the child elements [See T| 0020: Style element 1.1 specifies that the content element with 
the identifier of "table 1 " is to have its child elements laid out as a table with one column 
and two rows]. 

As to claim 18: 

Admission teaches a layout is from, among other things, a group consisting of vertical 
layout and horizontal layout [See 0005: When the window pane is docked on the left, its 
content should be arranged vertically, and when the window pane is docked on the 
bottom, its content should be arranged horizontally]. 
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As to claim 19: 

Admission teaches a layout specifies a table in which the child elements are to be 
displayed [See ^^0020, 0022 and Display description 2 : The style element 1.2 specifies 
the position of row 1 and column 1 of its parent table and that its content "Al, " "A2, " and 
"A3" is to be laid out vertically within that position of the table]. 

As to claim 20: 

Admission teaches the layout that specifies a table fiirther specifies a cell within the 

table for a child element [See ^ 0002: a display description language may allow a 
developer to specify that a table is to be displayed at a certain location and to specify 
the content of the cells within the table without having to specify the steps needed to 
render the table]. 

As to claim 21: 

Admission teaches the layout that specifies a table fiirther specifies that a cell for a 
child element is to be automatically selected [See T| 0020: Style element 1.1 specifies 
that the content element with the identifier of "table 1" is to have its child elements laid 
out as a table with one column and two rows ... any child content elements are to be 
laid out vertically]. 
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As to claim 23: 

Admission teaches each child element (Al) is only defined once within the element (A) 
[See t 0021]. 

As to claim 24: 

Admission teaches a layout specifies the layout of the child elements [See 0020: Style 
element 1. 1 specifies that the content element with the identifier of "table 1 " is to have its 
child elements laid out as a table with one column and two rows]. 

As to claim 22: 

Refer to the discussion of claim 13 above for rejection. Furthermore, Admission 
teaches recites: 

• wherein the element has child elements and the layouts specify the layout of the 

child elements [See \ 0020: Style element I.I specifies that the content 
element with the identifier of "table 1 " is to have its child elements laid out as a 
table with one column and two rows], 

• wherein a layout specifies a table in which the child elements are to be displayed 
[See ^^0020, 0022 and Display description 2 : The style element 1.2 specifies the 
position of row I and column I of its parent table and that its content "Al, " "A2, " 
and "A3" is to be laid out vertically within that position of the table], and 
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• wherein the layout that specifies a table further specifies a cell within the table for 
a child element and another cell for another child element is to be 
automatically selected [See \ 0020: Style element 1.1 specifies that the content 
element with the identifier of "table 1 " is to have its child elements laid out as a 
table with one column and two rows ... any child content elements are to be laid 
out vertically]. 

As to claim 40; 

Admission teaches a computer-readable storage medium containing a data structure 
of a display description file specifying altemate layouts of an element using a display 

description language [See 0002: display descriptions, such as web page definitions, 
are specified using display description languages such as HTML, XML, or other 
markup language], the data structure comprising: 

• a definition of an element [See \ 0020: content elements that define the content 
of the table]; 

• a first condition and a first layout associated with the definition of the element; 
and a second condition and a second layout associated with the definition of the 
element [See Xi 0020 and 0022: Display description 2 illustrates use of 
conditional layout and positioning within a table when defining the tables of 
FIG.l ... When the display system renders display description 2, it first 
determines which style elements have their conditions satisfied depending on 
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where the table is docked. The display system then processes the content elements. 
If the table is docked on the left, then style elements 1. 1, 1.2, and 1.3 will have 
their conditions satisfied and style elements 1.4, 1.5, and 1.6 will not]; 

wherein the element is laid out in accordance with the first layout when the first 

condition is satisfied and with the second layout when the second condition is 
satisfied [See ^0022: If the table is docked on the left, then style elements 1.1, 1.2, 
and 1.3 will have their conditions satisfied and style elements 1.4, 1.5, and 1.6 
will not. When the display system renders content element 2, it retrieves style 
element 1. 1 because its condition is satisfied and its identifier matches that of 
content element 2J; and 

wherein layouts and conditions included in the display description file only 
specify how to display elements defined in the display description file [See T| T| 
0005 and 0006: HTML-like display description that defines the layout of a table 

user interface element differently depending on whether it is docked on the left or 
bottom of a display device ... Table 101 represents the table layout when it is 
docked on the left, and table 102 represents the table layout when it is docked to 
the bottom ...the layout of the content of the table is specified by the ordering of 
the content in the display description and the placement of various tags ... <TR> 
and <TD> define the layout of the content within the rows of the table]. 
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Admission, however, does not specifically teach ""the definition of the element occurring 
only once in the display description filer 

Orr teaches the definition of the element occurring only once in the display description 
file (see the Abstract; Col. 5, line 57 - Col. 6, line 67; and Col. 10, line 1- Col. 11, line 
8). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Admission with Orr because it would have supported the automatic 
integration, composition and layout of content from multiple sources into intelligent 
dynamic document templates instantly publishable in media such as print. Intranet, 
Internet, and in an OLE embedding. 

As to claim 41: 

Admission teaches the conditions and layouts are defined in a style associated with the 
element [See 0020, 0022, and Display description 1 and 2J. 
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As to claim 42: 

Admission teaches the style is associated with the element based on a class [See 000^/ 
"styles" to define various attributes at a common location that can be applied to the 
content of various user interface elements of the display description. For example, a 
style may be defined that specifies that hyperlinks of a certain class are to be rendered 
in red. Another style may be defined that specifies that hyperlinks of another class are to 
be rendered in green. When a rendering engine encounters a hyperlink, it retrieves the 
style for the hyperlink's class and renders the hyperlink with the appropriate color. 
Styles may even allow the use of conditional logic. For example, a style may specify that 
a class of hyperlinks is to normally have the color red, but when a mouse pointer is 
hovering over that hyperlink, its color is to change to green. An alternative to the use of 
styles would be to have a color attribute and color attribute selection logic specified for 
each hyperlink element]. 

As to claim 43: 

Admission teaches the conditions and layouts are defined as attributes of the element 
[See Display description 1 and T| 0020: conditional layout and positioning within a table 
when defining the tables of FIG. 1]. 

As to claim 44: 

Refer to the discussion of Claim 17 above for rejection. 
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As to claim 45: 

Admission teaches the data structure is specified using a display description language 
[See TI 0002: Many display descriptions, such as web page definitions, are specified using 
display description languages such as HTML, XML, or other markup language]. 

As to claim 46: 

Admission teaches the data structure is specified using XML [See T| 0002: Many display 
descriptions, such as web page definitions, are specified using display description 
languages such as HTML, XML, or other markup language]. 

As to claim 47: 

O'Brien teaches the data structure is specified using HTML [See \ 0006: Display 
description 1 illustrates an example HTML-like display description/. 

As to claim 10: 

Refer to the discussion of Claim 40 above for rejection. Furthermore, Admission teaches 
wherein the layouts specify the layout of the child elements [See W 0020, 0022 and 
Display description 2 : The style element L2 specifies the position of row 1 and column 1 
of its parent table and that its content "A 1 , " "A2, " and "A3" is to be laid out vertically 
within that position of the table] and wherein a layout specifies a table in which the child 
elements are to be displayed and fiirther specifies a cell within the table for a child 
element and another cell for another child element is to be automatically selected [See 
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TlTlOOiO; Style elements 1.1, 1.2, and 1.3 specify the layouts for their corresponding 
content elements when the table is docked on the left. Style element 1.1 specifies that the 
content element with the identifier of "table 1 " is to have its child elements laid out as a 
table with one column and two rows ... Style element 1.6 specifies that the content 

element with the identifier of'B" is to be positioned within its parent's table in row 1 and 
column 1 and that any child content elements are to be laid out horizontally]. 

As to claim 1; 

Refer to the discussion of claim 40 above for rejection. Additionally, Admission teaches: 
• parsing the display description file to identify the definition of the element, the 
first condition and the first layout, and the second condition and the second 
layout; retrieving a parameter for controlling the layout of the element; 

determining whether the retrieved parameter indicates that the first condition is 
satisfied or the second condition is satisfied [See TI 0022: When the display system 
renders display description 2, it first determines which style elements have their 
conditions satisfied depending on where the table is docked. The display system 
then processes the content elements. If the table is docked on the left, then style 
elements 1.1, 1.2, and 1.3 will have their conditions satisfied and style elements 
1.4, 1.5, and 1.6 will not. When the display system renders content element 2, it 
retrieves style element 1.1 because its condition is satisfied and its identifier 
matches that of content element 2]; and 
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• displaying the element in accordance with the first layout when it is determined 
that the first condition is satisfied [See 0022: When the display system renders 
content element 2, it retrieves style element 1.1 because its condition is satisfied 
and its identifier matches that of content element 2... The layout of the resulting 
table will be that of table 101 of FIG. 1. When the table is docked on the bottom, 
the style elements 1.4, 1.5, and 1.6 will have their conditions satisfied and the 
resulting table will be that of table 102 of FIG. 1]; and 

• displaying the element in accordance with the second layout when it is determined 
that the second condition is satisfied [See ^ 0022: When processing content 
element 2.1, the display system applies style element 1.2 because its condition is 
satisfied and its identifier matches that of content element 2.1... The layout of the 
resulting table will be that of table 101 of FIG. 1. When the table is docked on the 
bottom, the style elements 1.4, 1.5, and 1.6 will have their conditions satisfied and 
the resulting table will be that of table 102 of FIG. IJ. It is noted that FIG. 1 is 
labeled as "Prior Art" (see the amendment submitted 02/13/2008). 

As to claims 2-9 and 11-12: 

Refer to the discussion of Claims 14-21 and 46-47 above, respectively, for rejections. 
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Response to Arguments 

3. Applicants' arguments filed 06/1 1/2009 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Apphcant argues that paragraphs 0020, 0021, and 0022 do not constitute an admission. 

In response, since these paragraphs describe Figure 1 which is labeled as "Prior Art" 
(see the drawing submitted 02/13/2008), the information is considered as an admission 
by applicant. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record, listed on PTO 892 provided to Applicant is considered to 
have relevancy to the claimed invention. Applicant should review each identified 
reference carefiilly before responding to this office action to properly advance the case in 
light of the prior art. 

5 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Apphcant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Contact information 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Maikhanh Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4093. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 9:00am - 5:30 
pm. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doug Hutton can be reached at (571) 272-4137. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
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obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/MaiKhanh Nguyen/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2176 



/Laurie Ries/ 
Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 
14 September 2009 



